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Faced with the request to write an assignment on the topic above I found it to be 

quite nonsensical. I mean, it's a mathematical object, a construction of the mind, in its true 

sense it cannot be. The first actual application that comes to mind would be in physics in 

certain contraptions not fit for this essay. And the third time being the charm I made the 

connection of the strip with literature. 

The Möbius strip, mentioned in the context of literature, reminded me of the act of 

reading. Firstly, I saw a short comic strip involving time travel put on a Möbius that has no 

definite beginning or end, so it was fun to read in circles each time wondering what the 

cause was, and what the effect. So there, I connected the Möbius strip and literature, but I 

had a feeling that it would not be sufficient. And just so the final thought came to me. 

Imagine the length of the strip as the length of a book. You start somewhere and make a 

circle coming to the exact same spot: you've read the book. But you can keep going, going 

along the same paper, re-reading the same book again and again, only perceiving it 

differently because you are on a different side. And it is exactly this that happens in the 

process of reading actual books. Some parts always stick with you better than others. But, 

besides the elements you remember, you are amazed at the fact that the book contains so 

many you do not remember, and your experience changes drastically with every new 

reading. Only sometimes though; not every book is magical. 

And there you go, you embarked on an adventure going down a path you had already 

trod, only not quite; not everything is as it should be and you are struck by the magical 

properties of the ever-changing Möbius strip. 


