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Once upon a time, a turtle named Mum came to Fort Lauderdale beach to lay 

her eggs. She became a mother to new turtles that got out of the sand and tried to 

swim in the huge Atlantic Ocean. Unfortunately, some of these turtles never got to 

the ocean because of wild animals that ate them before they reached the sea. 

However, this is a story about the life of a turtle named Johnny. Johnny was a lucky 

turtle; he had a long life and he was a father to many new turtles. He was very young, 

just a few weeks old, when he set on his long, incredible journey around the world. As 

every turtle does, he too was following his mother's path in one of the most 

extraordinary travels in the natural world. 

From a Florida beach, Johnny was riding the Gulf Stream to the frozen north, 

swimming around the entire North Atlantic. With every move he made, it got colder 

and colder. So at one point, he felt an unusual tiredness and fell asleep. He did not 

realize that the stream was pushing him into the cold Greenland Sea. And maybe he 

would have never discovered it if a female turtle named Lisa had not woken him up 

and told him where he really was. Lisa was trapped there by accident; she had lost her 

family, so she did not know which way to go. But then, together they found the right 

way and got back onto the Gulf Stream all the way to the coast of West Africa. Then 

they just swam and swam until they reached the real heaven on earth, the island of 

Mauritius. They had passed it by three weeks before, having fun and enjoying 

themselves, so it was not strange when they fell in love there. Now they were 

officially together and they wanted to live together for the rest of their lives, which 

are, luckily, extremely long. The problem was they could not stay there any longer 

because it was not their homeland. They decided to get onto the fastest stream that 

would take them home, back to Florida. 



The trip Lisa and Johnny made to return home was thirteen month long. When 

they finally got to the Caribbean, they could not wait to reach Florida. They were 

excited because Lisa had just found out that they were going to be parents. 

There is something else you should know: every turtle goes back to the beach 

where they were born to lay down their eggs. And that is what a turtle's life is like. 

First they try to get to the sea after which they follow their ancestors' path around the 

world. Until they are about to become parents. Then they go back to the place of 

their birth. 


